H9850

O 2150

RETIREMENT WISHES FOR WALTER HUSSMAN, JR.

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I stand
today to recognize the outstanding ca-
reer of Walter Hussman, Jr., the pub-
lisher of the Arkansas Democrat-Ga-
zette.

Recently, Walter announced that he
will retire from the publication at the
end of 2022.

Walter’s career began with him plac-
ing comics in the Camden News for 25
cents an hour all the way to restruc-
turing the Arkansas Democrat, buying
the Arkansas Gazette and crafting the
State’s largest newspaper, the Arkan-
sas Democrat-Gazette.

Over his career as a publisher, he
oversaw many changes, including
bringing the Democrat-Gazette into
the digital age, for which he was recog-
nized with national attention.

During his announcement of retire-
ment, Walter shared that it is time
now for the next generation.

Walter is an example of the American
Dream, how hard work and dedication
to your craft can lead to a long, pros-
perous career.

Congratulations, Mr. Hussman, on
your outstanding career, your evidence
as a mentor and a role model, and 1
wish you a well-deserved retirement.

NIGERIA COUNTRY OF PARTICULAR CONCERN

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to urge the President and our
Secretary of State to rectify their mis-
take of not designating Nigeria as a
Country of Particular Concern as it re-
lates to religious liberty.

Having the ability to practice reli-
gion without fear is one of our most
basic principles needed to create a
strong and stable nation.

Under the International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998, the President is
required to review the status of reli-
gious freedom in every country of the
world. Any country that is seen to have
consistently and violently violating
their citizens’ religious freedom must
be labeled a Country of Particular Con-
cern.

Over the last 2 years, Nigeria is a na-
tion which hits every troubled bench-
mark listed in this act. And yet,
Madam Speaker, it has been left off the
list.

Over the past 2 years, violence tar-
geted against Christians has steadily
increased. So labeling Nigeria as a
Country of Particular Concern is a
vital step in working toward stability
in Nigeria, better partnerships with the
United States, and a step toward inter-
national religious liberty for all.

CONGRATULATING LESLEE TELL—FULBRIGHT

FELLOWSHIP AWARD

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Leslee Tell, of
Conway High School, who has recently
been awarded a Fulbright Fellowship
for the spring of 2023.

Mrs. Tell has taught in Conway
schools since 2006 where she originally
taught students home economics, even-
tually moving on to her current sub-
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ject, a broader one, family consumer
sciences.

The Fulbright Distinguished Awards
in Teaching Research Program offers
educators the opportunity to teach
abroad for a semester. In just a few
months, Mrs. Tell will be on her way to
Vietnam where she will be teaching
home economics at a local public high
school.

I visited with Leslee and her col-
leagues, and she is so excited about
this opportunity, not only the impact
on her but her impact on those stu-
dents. I look forward to learning about
her journey, the positive impact that
she will make and what she learns from
those kids in her class.

Congratulations, Leslee. We look for-
ward to following your time in Viet-
nam and sharing your success.

CRISIS AT THE BORDER

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, as we end
this calendar year, I rise once again to
bring attention to the crisis at our
southwest border.

In 2022, over 2 million migrants were
encountered at our southwest border;
the highest number in American his-
tory.

Just 2 months ago, there were over
230,000 migrant encounters at our bor-
der. On top of this number, it is esti-
mated that roughly 64,000 illegal immi-
grants evaded apprehension in October,
and 70,000 evaded in November.

For over a year and a half now, there
have been over 150,000 illegal border
crossings each month. Those numbers
are higher than ever.

Madam Speaker, 98 individuals on
the Terrorist Screening Database were
apprehended at the southern border;
more than the last 5 years combined.

Over the last 2 years, the Biden ad-
ministration has repeatedly repealed
effective Trump-era policies that kept
our border and our Nation more secure.
Despite claims from Secretary
Mayorkas saying otherwise, the Biden
administration does not have oper-
ational control over our border.

During a recent visit to Arizona,
President Biden claimed that there
were ‘‘more important’” things to do
than visit the southern border.

Madam Speaker, the President is in
Arizona. What is more important than
a morale-boosting visit to our men and
women at Customs and Border Patrol?

What is more important than keep-
ing our border secure?

Well, apparently, the President’s 49
trips to Delaware, or maybe the Presi-
dent’s 8 trips to go get ice cream were
more important.

Madam Speaker, I urge this Presi-
dent to take a trip to our southwest
border, see for himself, meet with our
agents working on the border, and see
the reality of the crisis that his admin-
istration has created.

OPIOID CRISIS IMPACTING AMERICA

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the opioid crisis im-
pacting all Americans. Opioids, such as
illicit fentanyl, are flooding across our
open borders and sweeping across our
Nation and into every town and city.
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In fiscal year 2022, 14,700 pounds of il-
licit fentanyl were confiscated at our
southern border. How much came
across that wasn’t confiscated?

Over 75,000 Americans lost their lives
last year to opioid overdoses, many of
them accidental. To help combat this, I
introduced the Preventing Overdoses
and Saving Lives Act this year, along-
side my friend and colleague, Rep-
resentative DEBBIE DINGELL of Michi-
gan.

This legislation was inspired by my
home State of Arkansas, which cur-
rently encourages  prescribers of
opioids to also co-prescribe an opioid
overdose reversal medication, such as
naloxone.

This summer, that legislation passed
the House in a bipartisan mental
health package.

Madam Speaker, I am hopeful my
colleagues in the Senate will work to
move this valuable piece of legislation
forward because the data is clear—co-
prescribing helps save lives.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 1 of House Resolution
1230, the House stands adjourned until 9
a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon (at 9 o’clock and 57 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the

House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, December 15, 2022, at 9 a.m.
———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 6611. A bill to authorize the
Embassy of France in Washington, DC, to es-
tablish a commemorative work in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and its environs to honor
the extraordinary contributions of Jean
Monnet to restoring peace between European
nations and establishing the European
Union, and for other purposes (Rept. 117-625,
Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 160. A bill to reauthorize the
Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000 and to
establish the United States Coral Reef Task
Force, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 117-626). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 920. A bill to amend the Act en-
titled ‘“‘Act to provide for the establishment
of the Brown v. Board of Education National
Historic Site in the State of Kansas, and for
other purposes” to provide for inclusion of
additional related sites in the National Park
System, and for other purposes; with amend-
ments (Rept. 117-627). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 1503. A bill to amend the Min-
eral Leasing Act to make certain adjust-
ments in leasing on Federal lands for oil and
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